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THE SPIRIT OF

BAGARDI

JULY 1898, CUBA

FOLLOWING THE 8LOODY BATTLE OF SAN JUAN HILL
US FORCES TAKE CHARGE OF THE ISLAND.

ONE MONTH LATER

EMILIO BACARDI, SON OF BACARDI FOUNDER
DON FACUNDO BACARDI MASSO, RETURNS FROM EXILE
TO HIS BELOVED HOME OF SANTIAGO DE CUBA

HE FINDS THE CITY CRUMBLING BEFORE HIS EYES
AND BELIEVES ITS PEOPLE HAVE
BEEN FORGOTTEN. HECHOOSES TO ACT

BASED ON ACTUAL EVENTS

THIS IS THE STORY OF ONE MAN'S IRREPRESSIBLE

SPIRIT, PATRIOTISM AND DETERMINATION
TO DO WHAT HE KNOWS IS RIGHT.

WRITTEN BY £ RS BY ART BY

WARREN ELLIS NATE PIEKOS MICHAEL ALLRED




HREPUBLICAN

PARTY AT

CONVENTION, THE HELL’S THAT,

81, Louis CONGRESSMAN,"
SONNY.

I COULD HAVE
GUESSED THAT
BY YOUR MANNERS.
IT'S THE FLAG
OF CUBA.
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TTLE OF SAN JUAN HILL IS JOINED BY THE
UNITED STATES, THE SIEGE OF SANTIAGO IS BROKEN,
AND THE SPANISH RELINQUISH CUBA FOR SOOD.
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AvausT 1898:
SANTIAGO DE CUBA.







ARE YOU
OKAY? WHERE'S
MY BROTHER-

IN-LAW?

ENRIQUE’S
AT THE DISTILLERY
WE'RE FINE. EVERY~
THING’S FINE, IT'S
BEEN SO LONG/

AND WE'RE STILL
IN BUSINESS? THE
DISTILLERY REALLY
SURVIVED?

GO0,
WHAT I ALWAYS
WANTED.

. GOOD. THAT'S

BuT
RECONSTRUCTION?
IT SEEMS IT’S BARELY
STARTED.

LEONARD WOOD.

HE'D BE THE MAN TO TALK
TO ABOUT THAT. OUR AMERICAN
MILITARY GOVERNOR. BUT IT'S

NOT HIS FAULT AS SUCH, IT'S
JUST THAT NOTHING’S ORGANIZED...




BEPTEMBER. ISDS)

AGAIN AND IT 15 ONLY FAIR I'M THE MILITARY
AGAIN, I HEAR TO INFORM YOU THAT, GOVERNOR OF
YOUR NAME IN THIS = DEEP DOWN, I DO NOT SANTIAGO, AND
CONNECTION. BELIEVE SANTIAGO I AM NOT N
DE CUBA NEEDS A THE CORONATION
MAYOR, BUSINESS, SENOR




IF YOUR FAMILY'S RUM \
WASN'T SO GOOD, I MIGHT

TAKE OFFENSE AT YOUR
PRESUMPTUOUSNESS.

YOU ARE, HOWEVER,
A PRO-LIBERATION REBEL,
AND I SHOULD HAVE JUST
TURNED YOU AROUND AND
KICKED YOoU ouT

THE
MOMENT YOU WALKED
_ INTO MY OFFICE.

TOLD YOU WHAT
I'M GOING TO

-

=My

WouLp You
RUN A HOSPITAL LIKE




I WHEN YOU GOOD G

ENTLEMAN
- OF THE PRESS DECIDE MY POLITICS
\ AMONG YOURSELVES, I'LL BE HAPPY
TO TAKE MORE QUESTIONS.

—-HEAR THAT YOU'VE, ALREADY
INSTALLED FEDERICO PEREZ CARBO
FROM THE LIBERATION ARMY AS YOUR
CITY CLERK. |15 THIS AN UNDERCOVER
ATTEMPT TO RAISE A REVOLUTIONARY £

GOVERNMENT?

INSTRUCTIONS DIRECTLY
FROM GENERAL WOOD7?7
OR FROM THE WHITE
HOUSE?

GENERAL WHO TELLS

ME HE’'S INVITED TO

TONIGHT'S CEREMONY
8y you.

ARMY7 SURELY NOT. HE'S A DIFFICULT MAN, AND
WE ALREADY HAVE AN AMERICAN GOVERNOR,

9 . CASTILLO7 GENERAL CASTILLO, OF THE LIBERATION
PON'T WORRY. I HAVE A PLAN,

THERE’S
ADY A STRONG
OUR THAT HE’'S GOING
TO MAKE CASTILLO A
GOVERNOR,
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THE GENERAL - LET'S MEET
AND YOU ARE ON OUR TOWN,
THE SMIM::?I.




ALL DAY, AM I A AM I THE
PEOPLE HAVE BEEN “DIL FIGHTER  SLAVE OF OUR
ASKING WHAT KIND OF , LOOKING FOR A AMERICAN
MAYOR T AM, NEW WAR?

PARTNERS?




“THAT’S GOING TO BE

you \
you MAY NOT uAvs xuowu T A 1
WAS GOING TO BE A SCHOOL." el

! N\ | ”

“YOU KNOW
CASTILLO'S
STILL TRYING
TO BLOCK HALF o
OF EVERYTHING e ’
I po~ -
.
“I'M HELPING 7
0 WHERE T CAN, !
., You
KNOW THAT."
— .
L.
-
- = 5 :
e - -

“I KNOW, AND YOU'RE DOING GREAT WORK.
K BUT I ALSO KNOW YOU'VE BEEN PROMOTED I8
N TO GOVERNOR OF ALL CUBA. AND THINGS [Eaaas BEAUTIFUL PAY
ARE GETTING MISSED.” IN SANTIAGO

\ /ﬂ‘ DE CUBA.
fa‘ ok o ol
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JuLy, 1890,
HAVE THIS &=

AT EVERY TURN, I AM
BLOCKED. EVERYTHING I
TRY TO PO, SOMETIMES | AR
MY RESIGNATION, BY OUR OWN PEOPLE! S
I CI‘\rNg"ﬁg THI’.oz'QM CASTILLO/
NO ALL >
™ 3 ~ I CAN'T EVEN ’
o i The i [ PUT THAT INTO WORDS.
A THAT'S IT. I'M DONE

YOU'RE JUST... I NEED TO FIND

GOING TO STOP OTHER WAYS TO SAVE
TRYING? MY HOME,

I'Mm GOING




YOU WERE HAPPY ENOUGH
TO TAKE THE JOB WHEN
I OFFERED IT.

[,
T DS YOU'RE MISSING
TO BE A MANDATE.
JUST BE YOUR HRED
OF OVERSIGHT, AND
CARETAKER. YOU'RE JUST

YOU HAVE TO LET US GOVERN OURSELVES AND
POLICE OURSELVES, YOU HAVE TAKEN GOOD CARE
OF US, AND WE LOVE YOU FOR IT, BUT IT IS TIME,
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THE BLECTION
RESULTS ARE N, EMILIO, YOU WON,
YOU'RE GOING TO
BE THE MAYOR
AGAN,




DeECEMBER ©1, 1001;

AL {iftH "JU LR AR

THE FIRsr
FEBTIVAL OF
THE FLAG,
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...NO, NO,
RUSSELL, THE THING \
THE MAMBISES SOLDIERS
FROM THE CUBAN
LIBERATION ARMY DRANK
WAS LITERALLY JUST
WATER AND BROWN

“FREE CUBA."
THAT'S RIGHT,

I BET THEY
WOULD HAVE DONE







BACARDI.







